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American Heritage Girls Executive Director on 

Anniversary of September 11: ‘We Need Our Children to 

Understand What Americans Do in the Face of Tragedy: 

We Unite, We Serve, We Meet the Moment Bravely.’ 

 

Press Release: JDA Worldwide for American Heritage Girls 
September 10, 2026 

CINCINNATI, Ohio — Ahead of the 25th anniversary of the September 11th terror attacks, 

American Heritage Girls Executive Director Rachael Culpepper offered the following reflection:  

"Twenty-five years after September 11th, the memory of that tragedy is still very vivid in 

my mind. So too is the response, and all of the service members and first responders who 

ran toward danger. I remember the neighbors who showed up for one another when it 

mattered most, too.  

At American Heritage Girls, we train our girls to look for the helpers when crisis comes. 

We want their role models to be the ones who take action, act bravely, and serve. The 

girls we teach today weren’t around that fateful day, but they are now blessed to serve 

many of the heroes who stepped up and went into harm's way to defend our country – 

and there are many valuable lessons to learn from them.  

I am praying for a renewed sense of unity as a country – like what we witnessed 

immediately following the terror attacks – and for a renewed sense of courage and 

patriotism. We need our children to understand what Americans do in the face of 

tragedy: we unite, we serve, we meet the moment bravely. As I reflect on all of the stories 

of sacrifice and service from that time, it makes me so proud of America and our 

heritage.” 
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American Heritage Girls was founded in 1995 by a group of parents who wanted a 

faith-based, scout-type character development program for their daughters. For over 30 years 

at AHG, girls ages five to 18 have been meeting together as a unified group and then break out 

into Levels. This gives AHG girls the important social experience of interacting with friends 

and Godly mentors. Girl Members also learn leadership skills within a group setting. AHG 

Troops are located in local communities across the nation. If one does not exist in a given area, 

families are encouraged to start an AHG Troop. An American Heritage Girls Troop 

Development Coach is available to provide resources and support. To hear more about the 

purpose, mission, and vision of AHG from Founder and Executive Director Emeritus Patti 

Garibay, click here. 

http://www.americanheritagegirls.org/
https://americanheritagegirls.org/find-a-troop/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=487uEE8gF9w

