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American Heritage Girls founder on Girl Scouts 

promoting Islamic values: ‘We watched the Girl 

Scouts move away from their Christian roots 

decades ago’ 

 

Press Release: JDA Worldwide for American Heritage Girls 
August 25, 2026 

CINCINNATI, Ohio — Given the controversy surrounding Girl Scouts of the USA’s Islamic 

merit badges for learning the pillars of Islam, and their troops that promote Islamic values, 

American Heritage Girls founder Patti Garibay issued the following statement:  

"Sadly, for us, this isn’t news. We watched the Girl Scouts move away from their 

Christian roots decades ago, removing references to God wherever they could. That’s 

why American Heritage Girls was founded in the first place, because since 1995, 

common-sense American families wanted a place where girls could be encouraged to 

live out their Christian faith. 

Juliette Gordon Low stood for something at the heart of the organization she founded: 

an abiding faith in Jesus Christ. Somewhere along the way, the Girl Scouts lost that 

core in an effort to stand for everything, or perhaps nothing at all. We’re proud to offer 

girls a program where faith in Christ isn’t something to hide or set aside—it’s 

foundational to who we are.  

For families looking for something better, American Heritage Girls is here. We will 

never water down our faith or our values." 
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American Heritage Girls was founded in 1995 by a group of parents who wanted a 

faith-based, scout-type character development program for their daughters. For over 30 years 

at AHG, girls ages five to 18 have been meeting together as a unified group and then break out 

into Levels. This gives AHG girls the important social experience of interacting with friends 

and Godly mentors. Girl Members also learn leadership skills within a group setting. AHG 

Troops are located in local communities across the nation. If one does not exist in a given area, 

families are encouraged to start an AHG Troop. An American Heritage Girls Troop 

Development Coach is available to provide resources and support. To hear more about the 

purpose, mission, and vision of AHG from Founder and Executive Director Emeritus Patti 

Garibay, click here. 

http://www.americanheritagegirls.org/
https://americanheritagegirls.org/find-a-troop/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=487uEE8gF9w

