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American Heritage Girls Unveils 

"VICTORIOUS" as 2026-2027 Program 

Year Theme 

Encouraging girls to root themselves in Christ by reading and living  

God’s Word, each girl will be challenged to write her own VICTORY story of 

overcoming adversity through strong, courageous faith 

 

Press Release: JDA Worldwide for American Heritage Girls 
September 3, 2026 
 

CINCINNATI, Ohio — American Heritage Girls (AHG), the nation's premier Christ-centered 

character and leadership development organization for girls, announced VICTORIOUS as its 

theme for the 2026-2027 program year. The theme invites girls across AHG's national network 

of troops to grasp the victory they have in Jesus and to face life's challenges with hope and 

courage. 

Grounded in Christ's death, burial, and resurrection over sin and death, VICTORIOUS 

encourages girls to see themselves as God's image-bearers, equipped to face life's celebrations 

and challenges with His Word as their guide and His strength as their foundation for joyful 

obedience. Inspired by 1 Corinthians 15:57 “But thanks be to God, who gives us the VICTORY 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (ESV) – this year's theme comes to life through two new 

mascots: Dande-lion and his cub, Victoria.  

The pairing draws on an overlooked similarity of resilience. Dandelions, often dismissed as 

weeds, triumph through persistence, enriching soil even after being cut down. Lions, known 

worldwide as symbols of strength, thrive through close social bonds and unwavering spirit. 

"Every American Heritage Girl will face her own mountains to climb this year — both literally 

and figuratively," said Rachael Culpepper, Executive Director of American Heritage Girls. 
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"VICTORIOUS reminds her that she doesn't have to face any of it in her own strength. We hope 

and pray that every single girl finishes this program year rooted more deeply in her faith and 

learns that because of Christ, victory is already hers." 

Troops nationwide will explore the VICTORIOUS theme throughout the year through badge 

work, devotionals, and troop activities, helping girls apply its lessons in resilience, rootedness, 

and reliance on Christ to their everyday lives. 

To schedule interviews with Patti Garibay, executive director emeritus of American Heritage 

Girls, or Rachael Culpepper, executive director of American Heritage Girls, reach out to 

press@jdaworldwide.com. 

 

### 

  

  

American Heritage Girls was founded in 1995 by a group of parents who wanted a 

faith-based, scout-type character development program for their daughters. For over 30 years 

at AHG, girls ages five to 18 have been meeting together as a unified group and then break out 

into Levels. This gives AHG girls the important social experience of interacting with friends 

and Godly mentors. Girl Members also learn leadership skills within a group setting. AHG 

Troops are located in local communities across the nation. If one does not exist in a given area, 

families are encouraged to start an AHG Troop. An American Heritage Girls Troop 

Development Coach is available to provide resources and support. To hear more about the 

purpose, mission, and vision of AHG from Founder and Executive Director Emeritus Patti 

Garibay, click here. 
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