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American Heritage Girl from NE3130, Violet
Crowder, Wins Freedom 250 Art Contest

Nebraska Patriot's embroidered tribute to astronaut John Glenn earns national
first place; artist meets Second Lady Usha Vance in Washington, D.C.

American Heritage Girl Violet Crowder stands with Second Lady Usha Vance (left) and with her first-place winning
artwork honoring astronaut John Glenn (right). Photo credit: Michelle Crowder
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CINCINNATI, Ohio — American Heritage Girls (AHG) is celebrating Violet Crowder, a
Patriot-level Girl Member of Troop NE3130 in Nebraska, who has been named a National First
Place winner in the Freedom 250 and NEH American Heroes Student Art Contest.

Violet's winning piece, an embroidered work titled "A First Glimpse," honors astronaut John
Glenn, the first American to orbit the Earth. The piece depicts Glenn's Mercury capsule
alongside the Earth and moon, inspired by a handheld photo Glenn took from space and shared
with the world. Violet used embroidery, a technique historically used by early American women
to record and share stories, to bring the capsule and its details to life.

As a national winner, Violet traveled to Washington, D.C., where her artwork was featured in an
exhibit and she had the opportunity to meet Second Lady Usha Vance.

“Violet's achievement highlights that there is something for every American Heritage Girl,
whether she's artsy, outdoorsy, or both,” said Rachael Culpepper, Executive Director of AHG.
“Whether a girl is drawn to graphic design, architecture, creative writing, textile arts, painting,
or science and technology, we are committed to nurturing the unique gifts and talents of every
girl in our troops.”

AHG has an entire frontier of badges focused on the arts—graphic design, creative writing,
needle arts, and more—built to grow a girl's skillset and help her discover where her passions
can take her. Violet's national recognition is a reflection of the AHG Mission to build women of
integrity through service to God, family, community, and country, by equipping girls not just
with outdoor and leadership skills, but with the tools to express themselves and share their
Christ-centered stories with the world.

###

American Heritage Girls was founded in 1995 by a group of parents who wanted a faith-
based, scout-type character development program for their daughters. For over 30 years at
AHG, girls ages five to 18 have been meeting together as a unified group and then break out
into Levels. This gives AHG girls the important social experience of interacting with friends
and Godly mentors. Girl Members also learn leadership skills within a group setting. AHG
Troops are located in local communities across the nation. If one does not exist in a given area,
families are encouraged to start an AHG Troop. An American Heritage Girls Troop
Development Coach is available to provide resources and support. To hear more about the
purpose, mission, and vision of AHG from Founder and Executive Director Emeritus Patti
Garibay, click here.
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